
The challenge

The global organization of the Blum Group places the highest demands on the IT infrastructure. 

The backbone of all business processes is the worldwide availability of the network connections. 

Almost all connections between the subsidiaries were realized via inexpensive VPN-based Internet 

connections. This makes security and connectivity an overall objective of the infrastructure and 

managing these components must fulfil correspondingly high demands without incurring additional 

resource expenses.

Network Access Client and VPN Client

A further decisive element in the global VPN’s architecture was the highest possible redundancy of 

the Internet connections for the main locations. Even without the complex implementation of the 

Border Gateway Protocol, the Network Access Client and VPN Clienttechnology allowed Blum to 

be completely independent from the availability of individual Internet providers. Also, the problem 

of fluctuating availability for basic infrastructure settings - such as power supply and Internet 

connections especially in poorly developed regions - was also addressed. By implementing next-

generation firewall products Blum was able to ensure that even subsidiaries in these areas have 

maximum connectivity and security.

With the integration of the external DNS services the Internet/security infrastructure is now completely

consistent and can be managed globally and independently at considerably less expense than before. 

This success was possible thanks to the optimum implementation of all next-generation firewall 

components.

By implementing the Barracuda NextGen Control Center, which allowed administration to be 

centralised and localized at the same time, by fully utilizing the capabilities of the next-generation 

VPN technology options, the manageability, connectivity and security could all be increased, while 

simultaneously reducing resource efforts.

Security and connectivity an overall objective of the Blum infrastructure 
Barracuda NextGen Firewall F protects the world-wide VPN infrastructure without incurring 
additional resource expenses

About Blum Group

Julius Blum GmbH, founded in 1952, is 

entirely family-owned. The Blum Private 

Trust holds 48% of shares. The main 

product groups are furniture hinge 

systems and drawers as well as pull-

out systems for furniture, in particular 

for kitchens. Blum’s philosophy is 

that of a “global customer benefit”, 

which is advantageous for furniture 

manufacturers, resellers and fitters alike.

Blum-USA:

Complete production of furniture hinges 

and drawer runner systems incl. sales

Blum-Albras/Brazil:

A joint venture for the 

production of furniture hinges 

and drawer runner systems

Blum subsidiaries (sales):

Great Britain, France, Canada, Germany, 

Sweden, Norway, Poland, Czech 

Republic, Turkey, Hungary, Romania, 

Australia, South-east Asia, China, Russia

About the Barracuda NextGen Firewall F
The Barracuda NextGen Firewall F-Series is the enterprise-grade network 

firewall that combines comprehensive, next-generation firewall capabilities 

- based on application visibility and user-identity awareness - with optimal 

efficiency and throughput. Coordinated WAN optimization, centralized 

management, and cloud-hosted content filtering and reporting are just 

a few of the key features supporting enterprise requirements.

About Barracuda Networks, Inc.

Protecting users, applications, and data for more than 150,000 organizations worldwide, Barracuda 

Networks has developed a global reputation as the go-to leader for powerful, easy-to-use, affordable 

IT solutions. The company’s proven customer-centric business model focuses on delivering high-

value, subscription-based IT solutions for security and storage. For additional information, please visit 

www.barracuda.com or follow us on Twitter@barracuda.
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